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President’s Column
SPRING
SYMPOSIUM UPDATE
On May 03, 2014, we held
our third annual Spring
Symposium. Dr Russ Osguthorpe
from Salt Lake City gave two
lectures on Adolescent
Immunizations. He discussed
common reasons that families are
hesitant about vaccines and then
addressed the concerns about
vaccination rates for teens.
Currently Montana has an excellent

is only due to the extremely low

should have Dr Osguthorpe’s

national rates – less than 40% for

lecture on our website in July!

even one dose of HPV for girls and

This will also be a chance for

no statistics for boys yet. He

having CME as well.

encouraged all of us to talk about
the “Adolescent Platform” of
routine immunizations which
include Tdap, Meningococcal
vaccine and HPV vaccines as well
as catch up Hepatitis A vaccines.
Normalizing this as part of the
vaccine routine should help us to
improve our currently low rates. If
you were unable to join us, we

rank for teen vaccinations, but this
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Sheila Idzerda
SAVE THE DATE:
Round-up 2014 is October 3rd, 4th,
5th. A full slate of speakers is
arranged. Remember to reserve
your room early as we always run
out of room space at Chico.

1
2

Lorem Ipsum

ELECTION 2014
CATCH GRANT WINNER
We are fast approaching election season. With the primaries

Congratulations to Dr. Cathy
White who has won a 2014
Catch grant. She is awarded
this impletmentation grant
from the American Academy
of Pediatrics. Please send her
your congratulations!

just finished and the general election in November. I hope that you
had the opportunity to meet local candidates in Billings, Missoula
and Bozeman at the “Meet and Greet”. We had excellent turn out
from candidates. I am learning how important these personal contacts
can be. This was an excellent chance to be active in the election
process. In addition, our legislative committee will be working to
advocate for child friendly legislation this fall. Please look for email
blasts about important ways you can help make and impact in our
legislature.

Dr Angie Ostrowski, our
CATCH coordinator will be a
resource for members who are
inspired to follow in Cathy’s
footsteps. We hope to repeat
the Grant Writing Workshop
at Round-up so watch for
plans for this opportunity as
they arise. If you have
questions about CATCH
grants, please contact Dr
Ostrowski at
angieostrowski@gmail.com.

Dr Pepper Henyon has written a synopsis of the work she has been
involved with both with MTAAP and also with the Montana Medical
Association. Her comments follow on the next page.

THIS YEARS CATCH CYCLE IS OPEN

The CATCH Call for Proposals is now open at
http://www.aap.org/catch/funding.htm. Submissions
are due by 2:00 pm CDT, July 31, 2014.
Grants available: Planning, Implementation, and
Resident.
New this grant cycle:
Up to $10,000 will be awarded for Planning and
Implementation grant projects; up to $2,000 will be
awarded for Resident grant projects. For the past
several years, we had been awarding up to $12,000
and $3,000. This reduction in the grant amounts will
enable us to increase the number of grants we award.
Please email Angie Ostrowski if you would like to
apply or have any questions at
angieostrowski@gmail.com.
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Legislative Update:
The MT Chapter of the AAP legislative subcommittee held meet and
great sessions for pediatricians and local legislators over the past few
months, in Billings, Bozeman and Missoula. We had a good turnout in
all locations and it was great to meet face to face with legislators. Our
hope is to establish relationships with legislators so when they are
working on issues pertaining to children in our state, they will reach out
to us to gain our perspective and our expertise. I believe this is the start
for our chapter to have a stronger voice at the legislature.
The legislative subcommittee is also working on putting together 2 bills
which may go in front of the legislature next session. One bill is to
keep infants facing backwards in their car seats until 2 years of age.
The other bill is to prevent teenage drivers from using their cell phone
and texting while driving. Some cities in Montana already have an
ordinance that bans everyone from doing this.
Angie Ostrowki, MD, Bozeman, attended the AAP Legislative
Conference in Washington DC last month. She learned about the
proposed changes to the national school lunch program which would
rollback many of the improved standards set out in 2010. She was able
to go to Capital Hill to meet with Senator Tester as well as staffers with
Senator Walsh and Representative Daines, to discuss her concerns. She
felt it was very inspirational and she learned a ton. This conference is
available to any AAP member and occurs 2 times per year. If you have
any interest in attending a future conference, let me know. This
training would be a huge asset to our chapter as we continue to work on
more of a presence in the Montana States Legislature.
I have continued to work with the Montana Medical Association
(MMA) Legislative Subcommittee. I attend a monthly phone meeting.
Current work has included the following: prescription drug abuse,
discussions at the Children, Family, Health and Human Services
Committee in Helena about working towards Medicaid expansion, and
discussion of whether the Montana Pharmacy Association should be
allowed to expand the list of immunizations that pharmacists can
administer, which would include children down to 7 years of age.

Pepper Henyon, MD

MT AAP Election 2014
It is that time again – time for
our general elections. I will be
stepping down as President,
Pepper Henyon will be ready to
move into the presidentcy and
Tanya Jagodzinski will be
moving to Vice-President. That
means we will be looking for a
Secretary- Treasurer that will
plan to serve for two years in
this position. Please let me
know if you are interested as we
will put together ballots before
Round-up this year.
We also will have Members-atLarge to select. Currently we
have members representing the
larger towns – Kallispell,
Missoula, Butte, Great Falls,
Helena, Bozeman, and Billings.
We need a representative from
Butte this fall.
Please send me your
nominations at
Sidzerda@aol.com

April 2014

Address Line 1
Address Line 2
Address Line 3
Address Line 4

